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Cicero

In the world of politics, mastering the art of public speaking is a critical element

to a person's success. This seemingly simple - yet hard to achieve - prerequisite has

rung true since the beginning of time. Among all the statesmen who were able to

connect with their audiences and hold them spellbound, Cicero of ancient Rome was

undoubtedly one of the very best!

Cicero -- full name Marcus Tullius Cicero -- was born in 106 B.C. His family

was a very wealthy one from a town called Arpinum. Because of his family fortune,

Cicero was able to attend prestigious schools and receive a top-notch education.

After he was done with his studying in 89 B.C., he joined the military. At that time,

the Roman Republic was in the midst of the so-called Social War (91 B.C. - 88 B.C.)

The Social War was essentially a struggle between Rome and its Italian allies over

who could be considered Roman citizens. Rome insisted that only its residents could lay claim to that right, but

its allies disagreed and, subsequently, revolted. To undercut the rebels, the Roman Republic granted citizenships

to all the Italians who did not take part in the uprising. That strategic move quickly dissolved the alliance. In no

time, only a handful of cities continued to fight. For those hotheaded ones, the Romans dealt with them using

strict force and eventually subdued them all.

During his brief stint in the Roman army, Cicero found violence distasteful. After he concluded his service, he

started to work as an advocate in the court. His brilliant defense on behalf of Quinctius in 81 B.C. was his first

shining moment. His smart arguments over this case of a complicated financial dispute showed his true talents in

making speeches. As Cicero gradually took on more clients, he began to build up his reputation. Clearly, his

impressive courtroom performance helped to pave the road to his next big career move. In 75 B.C., Cicero

crossed into the public sector and became a quaestor (financial administrator or treasurer) in western Sicily. In 63

B.C., he won the consular election and became the most powerful person in the whole of the Roman Republic!

As a consul, Cicero did not leave behind much of a legacy. The only notable event during his year in office

was to uncover Catiline's conspiracy to overthrow the Roman Republic. Catiline was Cicero's opponent in the

consular election. After he lost, he plotted to carry out a series of attacks both inside and outside of Rome. When

Cicero got wind of the plan, he delivered a powerful speech in the Senate on October 21, 63 B.C. Moved by his

words, the senators charged Catiline with treason and passed the "ultimate decree," which was really a declaration

of martial law. Sensing the officials were closing in on him, Catiline fled Rome to continue his plan.

Unfortunately for him, his time was running out. Catiline eventually died fighting the Roman soldiers. His

accomplices were all rounded up and executed. With the threat removed, the Romans were overjoyed. They

bestowed Cicero an honorific title, calling him "Pater Patriae" or Father of the Nation. Needless to say, that was

the high point of Cicero's career. Little did he know then that his swift decision of putting Roman citizens to

death without trials would come back to haunt him years later.
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In 58 B.C., Clodius, Cicero's archenemy, introduced a bill forbidding the killing of Roman citizens without

trials. This new law put Cicero in an awkward position. Though he tried to defend his decision of 63 B.C., he

could not sway enough public support. In the end, Cicero had to leave Rome and become an exile.

Fortunately, thanks to help from Milo, Cicero was recalled to Rome after spending only about a year on the

run. Despite his triumphant return, Cicero and Clodius continued to lock horns. On January 8, 52 B.C., Milo ran

into Clodius on the Via Appia at Bovilae. The two got into a heated argument. The dispute soon disrupted into

an all-out fight and ended with Clodius' lifeless body lying on the street. Immediately afterwards, Milo was

arrested for murder. Despite the mounting evidence against the accused man, Cicero argued that Milo had no

reason at all to kill Clodius. His defense failed miserably, largely due to the intimidation of Clodius' supporters.

Knowing that the tide was now against him, Milo left Rome to live in Massilia. Later, Cicero published his

unspoken defense, Pro Milone. This work soon became one of his masterpieces.

For the next few years, the bitter rivalry between Julius Caesar and Pompey dominated much of the politics in

the Roman Republic. On a personal note, Cicero sided with Pompey. But he stopped short of proclaiming his

support because he did not want to estrange Julius Caesar. When a group of senators ambushed Julius Caesar and

assassinated him on March 15, 44 B.C., Cicero was shocked. Two days later, he delivered a speech in the Senate,

calling for general amnesty. The Senate agreed and pardoned everybody involved in the crime. With Julius

Caesar gone and Pompey dead (in 48 B.C.), Cicero decided that now was the perfect time to rejuvenate his

political career. He had only two concerns then -- Mark Antony and Octavian. The former was Julius Caesar's

right-hand man, whereas the latter was his grand-nephew and adopted son. To avoid having the duo

synchronizing their influences, Cicero on one hand launched a ruthless verbal assault against Mark Antony, and

on the other hand praised Octavian to the skies. Calculated as he was, Cicero completely underestimated

Octavian's intelligence and never quite succeeded in keeping the thought to himself. He once said to a friend,

"The young man should be given praises, honors -- and then be disposed of." When Octavian learned of this

passing remark, he quickly repaired his relationship with Mark Antony. The newly forged alliance had one

common goal -- get rid of Cicero. Once again, Cicero fled Rome and was on the run. On December 7, 43 B.C.,

he was captured and killed near Caieta. His head and hands were brought back to Rome and displayed on the

rostra, the speaker's platform at the Forum.

Throughout his life, Cicero was best known for his persuasive speeches. Aside from making impassioned

arguments in the court of law, Cicero also penned many books concerning both politics and philosophy. As a

result of his brilliant works, his memory has lived on long after the collapse of the Roman Republic. For

thousands of years, Cicero has been hailed as one of the greatest orators of all time. His rise to power and style of

speaking will continue to provide inspiration to all corners of the world!
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Cicero

Questions

1. For how many years did Cicero live?

A. 63 years
B. 87 years
C. 78 years
D. 59 years

2. Which of the following events took place first?

A. Cicero ordered all the accomplices involved in Catiline's conspiracy to be executed.
B. Cicero won the consular election.
C. Cicero defended Quinctius.
D. Cicero defended Milo.

3. Who forced Cicero to flee Rome in 58 B.C.?

A. Octavian
B. Clodius
C. Julius Caesar
D. Catiline

4. What was Cicero's reaction when he heard of the assassination of Julius Caesar?

A. He asked the Senate to kill Mark Antony and Octavian.
B. He asked the Senate for general amnesty.
C. He asked the Senate to enact martial law.
D. He asked the Senate to execute all parties involved in the plot.

5. Which of the following about Cicero is true?

A. Cicero was found guilty of murdering Clodius.
B. Cicero was one of the senators who ambushed and killed Julius Caesar on March 15, 44 B.C.
C. Cicero was hailed as Father of the Nation after he successfully put down Catiline's conspiracy.
D. Cicero was from a poor family in Arpinum.

6. Who did Cicero ridicule as the young man "who should be given praises, honors -- and then be disposed
of"?

A. Milo
B. Mark Antony
C. Pompey
D. Octavian

7. What was the first public office that Cicero held?

A. dictator
B. consul
C. quaestor
D. praetor

8. Aside from politics, what other subject did Cicero write extensively about?

A. biology
B. astronomy
C. physics
D. philosophy
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In your opinion, who is the best speaker in history? Explain your choice.

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.


